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various moments of their
journey, which included
three breakups before they
decided they truly should
be together.

“For us, our story wasn’t
linear anyway;” Young said.
“I met Taylor, this Thanks-

giving it will be 16 years ago.

So we have a long, storied
history.”

“Across The Sheets”
continues down a simi-
lar lyrical path. There are
songs that celebrate love,
such as “Dance With You,”
which can be seen as asong
of devotion either to Taylor
or to Young’s children.
Often, however, Young
explores the muddier
corners of love. In “Love
Goes On,” Young muses
about the resilience of a
special love that allows
for multiple chapters to
happen in a relationship.
The song “Uncomfortable”
touches on both the thrill
of having a beautiful wife
or girlfriend — and the fear
that someone else will be
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just as smitten. “Let Go Too
Soon” can easily be seen

as having been inspired by
one of those periods where
Young and his future wife
weren’t together, while

“I Did This To Me” sees
Young taking the blame for
abreakup.

Young feels the songs
about the times when his
relationship wasn’t on
the solid ground it occu-
pies now offer substantial
subject matter and resonate
with his fans.

“Our story really is just
about timing;” he said. “And
we both knew when it was
finally time (to marry),
and it’s been beautiful ever
since. So telling the stories
about when it wasn’t time,
as long as she’s comfort-
able with it, I feel like that’s
something that fans will be
interested to hear because
they’re getting their hearts
broken on a regular basis”’

Like his history with
Taylor, Young’s musical
life has been a journey that
had its share of frustrations
before things fell into place
for the 42-year-old singer/
songwriter.
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“It would have been really tempting to
just write basically a lullabies record, love
songs about my wife and songs about my
children. So the challenge was that you
can’t write just about what you’re going
through in your life right now. That’s

going to be boring”
— Brett Young

Young turned to music until he realized his songs
aftera pr(()imésingcli)as?balld 1e:u:tually tl'V\}r,ere v&fell-SIéi'lciad
career ended suddenly an o country music, and he
in heartbreaking fashionin ~ made the move to Nash-
college when he blew out ville. There, Young quickly
his elbow while pitching. made contacts, and within
He found he could make a nine months, signed with

living by playing covers of
other peoples’ songs, first

at restaurants and other
venues around his Orange
County home base and later
in Los Angeles.

In the meantime, he
wrote songs and recorded
apair of EPs and three
albums he released inde-
pendently, hoping to get a
record deal.

But Young’s career
remained stuck in neutral

Big Machine Records.
Inshort order,he wasina
studio making his self-titled
debut album with noted
producer Dann Huff. The
album’s advance single,
“Sleep Without You,”
reached No. 2 on “Bill-
board” magazine’s Country
Airplay chart. Then another
single, “In Case You Didn’t
Know;” did one better by
topping Country Airplay
and reaching the top 20 on
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“Billboard’s” all genre Hot
100 chart. Two more singles
from the debut album —
“Like I Loved You” and
“Mercy” — followed and
kept Young on the radio
through summer 2018.

By that point, Young’s
second album, “Ticket To
L.A.” was being readied
for release. It was another
success, topping “Bill-
board’s” country album
chart and adding two more
No. 1 country singles, “Here
Tonight” and “Catch,” to
Young’s arsenal. “Week-
ends Look A Little Differ-
ent These Days” gave
Young another No. 1 single
in “Lady”

Now comes “Across The
Sheets,” which remains
squarely in Young’s wheel-
house of pop/country
mid-tempo material and
ballads.

For awhile, Young
worried that he might have
to leave even some of his
popular ballads out of his
concerts to keep his shows
from getting too sleepy
for audiences. But as his
current shows demon-
strate, he’s found that his
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fans aren’t worried about
the pace of his concerts.
“What we’ve found out is
that people aren’t think-
ing about that at my shows.
They bought a Brett Young
ticket. They know the
music,” Young said. “They
came to hear the music that
they know. So every time
we try to kind of inauthenti-
cally ramp it up for the sake
of ramping it up, they’ve
felt like they missed out on
asong or two they wanted
to hear. Soit’sbeen less
about the set list and more
about paying attention
to my fan base and what
they’re actually coming to
the show for. I think we’re
in a space where they aren’t
asking me to create a party.
They’re just asking me to
play the music they got to
know me through. And so
that’s been good to kind
of figure out and get OK
with because now we're
not playing any games
anymore. It’s like ‘All right,
these are your favorite
songs. Here they are’”

Alan Sculley is a freelance
writer.

-t

T -
New Jersey
visitnj.org

—
T,
=

& €202 ‘7l 1equiaidas ‘Aepsinyl | |[eD Suluio ayL



