
variousmoments of their
journey,which included
threebreakupsbefore they
decided they truly should
be together.
“Forus, our storywasn’t

linear anyway,”Youngsaid.
“ImetTaylor, thisThanks-
giving itwill be 16years ago.
Sowehavea long, storied
history.”
“AcrossTheSheets”

continuesdownasimi-
lar lyrical path.Thereare
songs that celebrate love,
suchas “DanceWithYou,”
whichcanbe seenas a song
ofdevotioneither toTaylor
or toYoung’s children.
Often,however,Young
explores themuddier
cornersof love. In “Love
GoesOn,”Youngmuses
about the resilienceof a
special love that allows
formultiple chapters to
happen ina relationship.
The song“Uncomfortable”
touchesonboth the thrill
ofhavingabeautifulwife
orgirlfriend—and the fear
that someoneelsewill be

just as smitten. “LetGoToo
Soon”caneasilybe seen
ashavingbeen inspiredby
oneof thoseperiodswhere
Youngandhis futurewife
weren’t together,while
“IDidThisToMe”sees
Young taking theblame for
abreakup.
Young feels the songs

about the timeswhenhis
relationshipwasn’t on
the solidground it occu-
piesnowoffer substantial
subjectmatter andresonate
withhis fans.
“Our story really is just

about timing,”he said. “And
webothknewwhen itwas
finally time (tomarry),
and it’s beenbeautiful ever
since. So telling the stories
aboutwhen itwasn’t time,
as longas she’s comfort-
ablewith it, I feel like that’s
something that fanswill be
interested tohearbecause
they’re getting theirhearts
brokenona regularbasis.”
Likehishistorywith

Taylor,Young’smusical
lifehasbeena journey that
had its shareof frustrations
before things fell intoplace
for the42-year-old singer/
songwriter.

Young turned tomusic
after apromisingbaseball
career endedsuddenly and
inheartbreaking fashion in
collegewhenheblewout
his elbowwhilepitching.
He foundhecouldmakea
livingbyplayingcoversof
otherpeoples’ songs, first
at restaurants andother
venues aroundhisOrange
Countyhomebaseand later
inLosAngeles.
In themeantime,he

wrote songsandrecorded
apair ofEPsand three
albumshe released inde-
pendently, hoping toget a
recorddeal.
ButYoung’s career

remained stuck inneutral

until he realizedhis songs
actuallywerewell-suited
tocountrymusic, andhe
made themove toNash-
ville.There,Youngquickly
madecontacts, andwithin
ninemonths, signedwith
BigMachineRecords.
In short order, hewas ina

studiomakinghis self-titled
debut albumwithnoted
producerDannHuff.The
album’s advance single,
“SleepWithoutYou,”
reachedNo. 2on“Bill-
board”magazine’sCountry
Airplaychart.Thenanother
single, “InCaseYouDidn’t
Know,”didonebetterby
toppingCountryAirplay
andreaching the top20on

“Billboard’s” all genreHot
100chart.Twomore singles
fromthedebut album—
“Like ILovedYou”and
“Mercy”—followedand
keptYoungon the radio
throughsummer2018.
By thatpoint,Young’s

secondalbum, “TicketTo
L.A.,”wasbeing readied
for release. Itwasanother
success, topping “Bill-
board’s” country album
chart andadding twomore
No. 1 country singles, “Here
Tonight” and“Catch,” to
Young’s arsenal. “Week-
endsLookALittleDiffer-
entTheseDays”gave
YounganotherNo. 1 single
in “Lady.”
Nowcomes “AcrossThe

Sheets,”which remains
squarely inYoung’swheel-
houseofpop/country
mid-tempomaterial and
ballads.
For awhile,Young

worried thathemighthave
to leaveevensomeofhis
popularballadsoutofhis
concerts tokeephis shows
fromgetting too sleepy
for audiences.But ashis
current showsdemon-
strate, he’s found thathis

fans aren’tworriedabout
thepaceofhis concerts.
“Whatwe’ve foundout is

thatpeople aren’t think-
ingabout that atmyshows.
Theybought aBrettYoung
ticket.Theyknowthe
music,”Youngsaid. “They
came tohear themusic that
theyknow.Soevery time
we try tokindof inauthenti-
cally ramp itup for the sake
of ramping it up, they’ve
felt like theymissedouton
a songor two theywanted
tohear. So it’s been less
about the set list andmore
aboutpayingattention
tomy fanbaseandwhat
they’re actually coming to
the showfor. I thinkwe’re
ina spacewhere theyaren’t
askingme tocreate aparty.
They’re just askingme to
play themusic theygot to
knowmethrough.Andso
that’s beengood tokind
offigureout andgetOK
withbecausenowwe’re
notplayinganygames
anymore. It’s like ‘All right,
theseareyour favorite
songs.Here theyare.’ ”

Alan Sculley is a freelance
writer.

Young
from Page 4

“Itwould have been really tempting to
justwrite basically a lullabies record, love
songs aboutmywife and songs aboutmy
children. So the challengewas that you
can’twrite just aboutwhat you’re going
through in your life right now.That’s
going to be boring.”
—BrettYoung
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Mark Your Calendar for the
Hot Air Balloons, Fun & Games Festival

September 23 & 24
Warren Community College, Washington NJ

Hours: 2:00 - 8:00 pm

Event Activities and Highlights
• Food Trucks • Vendors • Tethered Balloon Rides ($) TBD

• Balloon Launch (5:15pm) Balloon Glow w/ Fred G Monster (7:15pm)
• Drone Demos & Hands-On Fun • Car & Truck Show (Sunday)

Free Music & Entertainment
Games & Game Saver Wristbands

Ax Throwing - 12 ties for $10
Autocades Arcade Games - $11

DP Golf SNAG - bucket of balls $10 • Bounce House - $5
Or One Wristband for all $30

Purchase these and other tickets at the
Balloon Ride/Info Tent

Other games that include prizes not included.

Tix: $10 Adult, $5 Ages 4-12, $5 Parking
Discount Admission Tickets Online Thru Sept 22

$8 Adult, $4 Ages 4-12, $5 Parking
Balloon activity weather permitting.

Tickets sales are final.

Supported in part by a grant from the NJ Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism. VisitNJ.org

BalloonFestNJ.com
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