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Workers stand by a container to collect oil spill waste Friday in Ogonlland ngerla inthisimage
taken from video. The spill from the Trans-Niger Pipeline operated by Shell began June 11. AP

Oil spill from Shell pipeline
fouls farms, river in Nigeria

By Taiwo Adebayo
Associated Press

ABUJA, Nigeria — A new
oil spill at a Shell facility in
Nigeria has contaminated
farmland and ariver, upend-
inglivelihoods in the fishing
and farming communities
in part of the Niger Delta,
which has long endured
environmental pollution
caused by the oil industry.

The National Oil Spill
Detection and Response
Agency, or NOSDRA, said
the spill came from the
Trans-Niger Pipeline oper-
ated by Shell that crosses
through communities in the
Eleme area of Ogoniland, a
region where the London-
based energy giant has faced
decadeslonglocal pushback
to its oil exploration.

The volume of oil spilled
has not been determined,
but activists have published
images of polluted farm-
land, water surfaces
blighted by oil sheens and
dead fish mired in crude.

While spills are frequent
in the region due to vandal-
ism from thieves and a lack
of maintenance to pipelines,
according to the U.N. Envi-
ronmental Program, activ-
ists call this a “major one.”

It is “one of the worst
in the last 16 years in

Ogoniland,” said Fyne-
face Dumnamene, an envi-
ronmental activist whose
nonprofit monitors spills in
theregion. Itbegan June 11.

“Tt lasted for over aweek,
bursts into Okulu River —
which adjoins other rivers
and ultimately empties into
the Atlantic Ocean — and
affects several communi-
ties and displaces more
than 300 fishers,” said
Dumnamene of the Youths
and Environmental Advo-
cacy Centre.

He said tides have sent oil
sheens about 6 miles farther
to creeks near the nation’s
oil business capital, Port
Harcourt.

Shell stopped production
in Ogoniland more than 20
years ago amid unrest from
residents protesting envi-
ronmental damage, but the
Trans-Niger Pipeline still
sends crude from oil fields
in other areas through the
region to export terminals.

The leak has been
contained, but treating
the fallout from the spill
at farms and the Okulu
River, which runs through
communities, has stalled,
NOSDRA Director-General
Idris Musa said.

“Response has been
delayed,” Musa said, blam-
ing protesting residents.

“But engagement is going
on.”

The apparent dead-
lock stems from mistrust
and past grievances in the
oil-abundant Niger Delta
region, which is mostly
home to minority ethnic
groups who accuse the
Nigerian government of
marginalization.

Africa’s largest economy
overwhelmingly depends
on the Niger Delta’s oil
resources for its earnings,
but pollution from that
production has denied resi-
dents access to clean water,
hurt farming and fishing,
and heightened the risk of
violence, activists say.

Often oil companies
blame pipeline vandalism
by oil thieves or aggrieved
young people in affected
communities for spills,
which could allow the
companies to avoid liability.

London-based Shell said
it is working with a joint
investigatory team consist-
ing of regulators, Ogoniland
residents and local author-
ities, to identify the cause
and impact of the spill.

NOSDRA confirmed the
joint investigation, but a
cause of the spill — whether
sabotage or equipment
failure — has not yet been
revealed.

Survey: Beekeepers lost 48% of colonies over the last year

By Seth Borenstein
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
America’s honeybee hives
just staggered through the
second-highest death rate
on record, with beekeepers
losing nearly half of their
managed colonies, an annual
bee survey found.

But using costly and
Herculean measures
to create new colonies,
beekeepers are somehow
keeping afloat.

Last week’s University
of Maryland and Auburn
University survey found that
even though 48% of colonies
were lost in the year that
ended April 1, the number
of U.S. honeybee colonies
“remained relatively stable.”

Honeybees are crucial to
the food supply, pollinating
more than 100 of the crops
we eat, including nuts, vege-
tables, berries, citrus and

melons. Scientists said a
combination of parasites,
pesticides, starvation and
climate change keep caus-
inglarge die-offs.

The 48% loss is up from
the previous year’s loss of
39% and the 12-year aver-
age of 39.6%, but it’s not as
high as the 50.8% mortality
rate in 2020-2021, accord-
ing to the survey funded
and administered by the
nonprofit research group
Bee Informed Partnership.

Beekeepers told the
surveying scientists that
21% loss over the winter is
acceptable and more than
three-fifths of beekeepers
surveyed said their losses
were higher than that.

“This is a very trou-
bling loss number when we
barely manage sufficient
colonies to meet pollina-
tion demands in the U.S.,”
said former governmentbee
scientist Jeff Pettis, presi-

Abee colony is visible at a hive last week in the backyard of
University of Maryland researcher Nathalie Steinhauer in
College Park, Maryland. JULIO CORTEZ/AP

dent of the global beekeeper
association Apimondia that
wasn’t part of the study.
“It also highlights the hard
work that beekeepers must
do to rebuild their colony
numbers each year.”

The overall bee colony
population is relatively
steady because commercial

beekeepers split and restock
their hives, finding or buying
new queens, or even starter
packs for colonies, said
University of Maryland bee
researcher Nathalie Stein-
hauer, the survey’s lead
author. It’s an expensive and
time-consuming process.
The prognosis is not as

bad as 15 years ago because
beekeepers have learned
how to rebound from big
losses, she said.

“Thesituationisnotreally
getting worse, but it’s also
not really getting better,”
Steinhauer said. “It is not a
bee apocalypse.”

Despite big annual losses
the situation is a far cry
from 2007 when many bee
experts expected an end to
managed pollination, said
U.S. Department Agricul-
ture research entomologist
Jay Evans, who wasn’t part
of the survey.

Some commercial
beekeepers who have
succeeded in the past lost as
much as 80% of their colo-
nies this past year, while
other beekeepers did well, it
varied so much, Evans said.

Pettis, who has 150 colo-
nies on Maryland’s Eastern
shore, had less than18% loss,
saying he used organic acids

for mite control.

The parasitic mite Varroa
destructor that helps trans-
mit viruses is the chief
culprit, butbad weather and
queen issues were also big
problems in the past year,
Steinhauer said. Pesticides
also make things worse
because it makes bees more
vulnerable to diseases and
less likely to seek food, she
said.

The mite Varroa is a flat
creature that crawls on the
bee, Evans said. The mite
seems to make it easier for
viruses to attack and kill
bees, Steinhauer said.

It used to take large
amounts of Varroa, such as
in 60% of a colony, to cause
virus problems, but now
even small infestations at 1%
or 2% in a colony can cause
massive problems, Stein-
hauer said.

“We are fighting this evolv-
ing enemy;” Steinhauer said.
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e Car/Truck and Antique Tractor Shows  Carnival Rides & Games
® Mass Hot Air Balloon Launches, Tethered Rides & Fred G. Monster

featuring the

Hot Air Balloon Festival
More info & advance admission tickets at
WarrenCountyFarmersFair.org

o 4-H/FFA Exhibits & Contests ® Great Food

® 4-H/FFA & Open Horse, Small Animal & Livestock Shows

e Free Entertainment - local bands, strolling entertainers

e Kids' Corral FREE Childrens’ Activities for Fairgoers -
Don't miss the Friday Foam Party, following
Jungle Dave's 60-minute magic, from 6 - 8 pm (Kids should
bring a towel & change of clothes or bathing suit.)

e Sunday: Veterans Day. Consider bringing a donation for the

Food Warriors Food Drive on Sunday.
* Monday: free for Seniors. Enjoy the free Senior Expo,

from 12 - 4 pm at the Fair.

Fair Highlights - see website for full schedule!

7y

Main Arena Power Events
Demolition Derbies* ($12) 7/30, 8/4 o Tractor Pulls (Free) 7/29-8/2
4WD Truck Pull ($7) 8/3 ® Rafter Z Rodeo Bulls & Barrells* ($12) 8/5
*Advance Event Tickets Available by mail order through July 15.
Download Form Online

Visiting our area for
the first time? Visit
ExploreWarren.org
before you head out &
plan a few more stops!

NeW Jersey Pick up your own
visitnj.org

EXPLGRE
WARREN
g o
.org
Stop by the Balloon

Ride Info Tent &

NJ Travel Guide!

Supported in part by a grant from the NJ Department

of State, Division of Travel and Tourism. VisitNJ.org

ADMISSION
Adults $10.00 | Children 6-12 $5.00
Ages 5 and Under FREE
FREE PARKING EVERY DAY!

Save on Admission Tickets thru 7/28
at: warrencountyfarmersfair.org
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